fd-jm («•▼. 


V feoeral bureau of investiga* n 


Dote 


.4/23/68 




telephone number 
1936, in New Orloan 
Orleans , he curried 
daughters. Fo 
employed as a 



LUTHER KING, 
tolcphonica 
Tennessee . 
residence . 
hie brother 
residence, as. 
His brothor, 
mother's rest 



ie waji 
iry 
has 
years, 
tho West Trucking Con 



t 

f 


Louisiana 
caber 18, 
at New 
ad threo 
s boon 
Orleans. 



_ catcd that, sometime just before the MARTIN 
assassination, cxae^^i^^ijr^^y^iod 

this call was to borrow $200 from 
i not Evxko this call from his owa 
jant his spouse to know about tho loan, 
wired him $200 in care of his 
r lea ns. 


, . . ^ While on tho telephone with his brother ««« 

h f m . t0 Vlsi ^i^n Memphis, or to meet hi™ 
s, Arkansas. ■■■^advised that his brothor J 
follows tho race ho likes t 
Springs, Arkansas, and bet horses. ! 

i OS e S on tho t.olop 






midiscussed 

Kono 

mm 

• 1 

[ V ^ J 


Lscussed 



icwcd photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and 
advised that he did not know either o 

a< 4 .u . . , and ho did aot be Hove that ho had evor 

seon either of these individuals. 


r 




On" •4/23/68 New Orleans, Louisiana FiU g NO 157-10673 


by 


SA 



“23" 


-Dot# dictated 


4/23/68 


rour f|t«cri U «>u lu 11 11 prop#,lr •' %km rul ” 4 u »••••« »• 





RE: James Earl Ray 


! Investigation by both 

/ailed to associate any of the \ 
* Cosa Nostra, or to Carlos Marce 


> Mr 
and 

roIoSsion 
idaiois that 
on Service 



:n»phis and New Orleans has '* 
nth the Mafia - La 


memora ndum , 
Aka 




LVCM 


Earl Ray at a Lion service Station 
the night be f or^th^shooti ng and 
he works for a n d is re 

James Earl Ra^^^Acc^W^^^^ to one of 

informants, James Karl Ray was seen ^ VH/VU VIIV 

Pontotoc Hotel in Memphis approximately three days before the 
shooting . 


for 

New Orleans 
cd at the 


B^ta tos 
B nd 

V;;*vA’ 

*#* 

tin this 

James 

• r 

of or 


saying 


t i ng M 

. 


r |Iso refers 
erviewed by 


w h o 

^^jUvjiadea s ta temont to the 

me 

ne nign^De^re ol^Th^aa^^fl^t 


one 
on t 


to an individual b^th^namc B 
both FLannery and BB|Band 
ffcct that a^^^^^g to 
t a l^ion Service Station 
y ox the shooting. 


In connect! 
foregoing paragraph, 
interviewed! on Novemb 1 
as follows: 


coi^ainod 

ber 19, 1968 .^iii^comments ar^se 


in the 
as 

et forth 


A' *HW • 


\ •• 'v 
' . * ■ . ' ' • 


... w 

. *w*’: 


•,<r f 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dnto 


JUZ21Z.6A. 



Tennessee, unlisted Tc 
l ace ol employment, 

■■Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, reiephoncABBpV’ 
Sffi^ised of the identities of interviewing Special Agents 
of the TOI ■■■■furnished the following information: 


adv 



that he is familiar w^ 

hv thp i IHIII l l | ffi> | l l l l IMM whom he met throuch~ 

after the death of Martin Luther King, 

j ■Hf fntTd he was introduced in August, 1968, to an 
ind^BJW known as Nick Flannery, who^tated he was from the 
.lust ice De HBiTrT V^hington. W * 

wii^fiflRS^Sthe Mcmphi^SuHtT conCj^JLj|e 

death of Martin Luther King, Jr., but then aske 

King in jr°^ ^l^r^l^urih^rtr^fia^w^rc^nnected 
death, ■■■■advised that he made no attempt to 
ascertain any inforl^^nconcerning the Mafia and the death 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. . v 


hat when he met Flannery, he repeated to 
■ had previously told him^ namely 


He stated th^^d 

mngjyijjjjjx «*» t Kl’ir/;, , Lion Service 

SuSlKKCTay before the death of fertra Author K |n I; . He 
stated that this information came fromp||JI and wai s_tn no 3 

information he developed on his own. He th^Mennh is are 1 
is known to him as a cosmetics salesman ^ the Memphxs^are. 



and is known frequently 

according tofBs owned by - 

^rormcr schoolmate of ms and a 

is a nepnew of » w ^ om , 

Memphis businessman. lie identifiedl 
as a worker on on the MfssTssTppx 

neither ■■■norjB^H 
killer . ^^HHpTtates both^l^^nd 


L ouni;e 


which 
tales 

lc(? 
r tates 
ribed 
Aka . 

..iver • 
him a3 a professional 
e employed in 




Jil SipinPC IS hS onl^association with them has been 
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a™ not to be di.lrib*.d oot.idegour M.ney. 
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44-1987 





through tho Club Caesar, which is owned by 

*ha inquired about! 

possible segregationist in the Memphis 
__ is of the opinion that if a car was 
to Millington, as described by the news media, thon 
the ^Glcal pc rso^^^^l though no reason was given by 
I f or this. HHjjjj^V said was of the opinion that if 

another white Mustang was uscc^^assist the killer of King in 
escaping the Memphis area, as referred to by the news media 
concerning the CB radio broadcast, then he considered 
to be the logical person to have a private airplane wal 
Millington. 


media^^ 


^Ifurthcr stated thac^mj^^is of the opinion 
that officers who wore suspended for alleged police brutality 
within the past year are i nvolved in the slaying of Dr. Martin 
Luther King. According docs not give any 

basis for this. 


'told 

in New Or Tea ns, New Yor 
only one individual, one 
Mafia in New Orleans. 


that he 
and Phi 
r 


tic nua 


has contact with the Mafia 
hia, although he named 
as his contact with the 


^ 'stated he has ha^numcrous casual meetings with 

_ ln<J during this-, per iod ®MB^^hasvoluntecred certain 

information of his personal l^^^^fl|H^including facts 
regarding tho trag^^Jeath of While vo lunteer ing 

information to J^Hf^rcgardin^tTT^wife’s illness , JHjH^kcn- 
tioned that his wife had become addicted to the use c^^^^^cotics 
during her illness and in this rec^fUijii^ooperated with Federal 
Drug^dmlnistratlon Supervisor (HHH|Kha d a skec 

to ascertain information regarding nar^^^s from 

described ■^^■^ai^being unreliable and as 
attributing false i n ^orm^^i^o w higji_in format io n was 

actually rumored by According to WKKPFfKKKB 

originating these rumors in different areas in Memphis, is 
able to get a "play back” from various sources, which he uses 
as a means of lending credence to his stories. 
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ME 4-1-1987 


idvisod he could furnish no information concerning 
any conspiracy in tho doath ol Martin Luther King, Jr. He said 
ho knows of no individuals involved with James Earl Ray in th© 
^^.death of Martin Luther King, Jr. 


V 
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Re : James Earl Ray 


With regard to the allegation that Ray resided at 
the Pontotoc Hotel in Memphis approximately three days priori 
to the killing of Martin Luther King, Jr., a complete roview 
of the records of the Pontotoc Hotel, 69 Wes t Pontotoc Street, 
Memphis, on 11/18/68 for the period March 23 through April ft, 

* f968 , failed to reveal any info nnatj^n ^onccriijjT^_Ra y* under 
his true name oi^uiowj^^^iascs . d 
Pontotoc Hotc 1 , has 27 slcoping rooms 

Pontotoc Hotel, ruid that approximately 21 or 22 of these 
rooms are occupied by more or less permanent residents 
claims he himself resides at thehotel and he is positive 
that Ray never resided at this hotol during the past eleven 
years. 

Accc 

claims that a! 

Memphis, was advised by a ranking officer in tne 
Police Department (Captain or abovo) not to go near Dr. King 
because something was going to happen to him. 


He 



waj^^iter viewed verend 

^claims that he has known a contract 
reporter for M Time M magazine, sinc^approximateiy April, 1968, 
and has had frequent conta^^vith him since that date. He 
claims tha^^ir^ac t , t the present time maintains a 

room a tHH&S£Ef§^3^rcsjLdence . 


^^^^^tYith regard t^theinforma tionBBH|W f at tributes 
toOBBr, Re verendflHJHVr stated th:^^^^^<^ure not the 
exacMlorfs he has usecMu^Uscuss^ns witufmp^T and the 
statement attributed to him by^H^^ has been taken completely 
out of context and is ihaccurate. 


refused to state whether he had any dis- 
cussion with any Memphis police officer concerning Martin 
Luther King, Jr.; however, he admitted that he has had many 
conversations with ranking police of f icerso^th^^lemphis 
Police Department in the past six years. admi t tecT* 


Re: James Earl Ray 


that he currently docs hold a grudge against the Memphis 
Police Department due to the fact that he is not satisfied 
With the manner in which certain officers of the Police 
Department have handled complaints he has made to the 
• .^Department in the past. 

ItcvercndHHB 1 describes as 

nn alcoholic who l^currolitly cxpcric^^^^^^ur^a i diffi- 
culties. By "alcoholic", RcvcrcmyHHBita ted he 
means that he has observed ^HmH^^^ommcncc drinking 
alcoholic bevoragos, ‘name lj^TTn^and hard liquor, as early 
as 8 o'clock in the morning and to continue to consume these 
alcoholic beveragos throughout the day and into the night. 

According to the memorandum of Mr. Flannery , 
claims that shortly after the killing a bartender overheard 
some Memphis policemen say there had been a "slip up" and 
that the assassination was originally scheduled to take place 
after the march for which Dr. King had returned to Memphis. 

SinceOMP»as cither unwilling or unable to 
identify the bartender, the Memphis Office of the FBI has 
been unable to conduct any investigation to determine the 
veracity of this allegation; however, a review of the records 
of the Memphis Police Department and the Memphis FBI Office 
has failed to reveal any information to indicate that such an 
incident vas ever reported to these respective law enforcement 
agencies. 

According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum, 
refers to a civilian having been observed lying in the back 
of a police car immediately after the shooting and near 
Mulberry and Iluling. lie got out of the police car, into 
another car, and was driven away. 


In this regard, the records of the Memphis Police 
Department reveal the following: 

At 6 : SSn^m^oi^ZaZfiiL. 

white male, and a white male, were both » 

arrested at Second Street and Vance, -by officers assigned to 
Police Tactical Unit #14 , * inasmuch as*. they -refused .to give the 


-/let c’v; ;«• d 
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Re: James Earl Ray 
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officers any reason for being in the area of the Lorraine 
Hotel at the time of the shooting of Reverend King. According 
to the arresting officers, those two individuals were placed 
in a marked patrol car, questioned, and then transferred tef 
an unmarked polico car for transporta t U>r^^Cci^ra 1 Police 
_ Headquarters. According to Inspector Memphis 

Polico Department, the handling of these prisoners was 
standard operating procedure and most persons arrested by 
tactical units during disturbances during this period were 
transported to Headquarters in unmarked cars, one arrestee 
to a car. 


rom 


According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum, 
claims that an unidentified Negro policeman was remo 
his assignment at the Fire^^^^^^on at about 5 p.m. on 
day of the assassin ation. HIHB identifies this policeman 
as! 


the 



. also states that two Negro firemen wore 
moved f rofl^Tflr station a day or two before the shooting. One 
of them had reportedly told friends that two or three days 
before Dr. King was shot a telcocopc or binoculars had been 
set up on a tripod in the Fire Station and focused on th^^^^^ 
Lorraine Motel balcony. According to- tins memorandum, H 
in August advised Flanneiry that one fireman left tne Department 
or was suspended, dortly after the shooting, and that he had 
been unable to locate either of them. 


In this regard, Inspcctorflp£|^3QH||^ Intelligence 
Unit, Memphis Police Department^a^^^^^^^^^U 18/68 , that 
on 4/3/68 he as signed Detective^mi^^mpind Patrolman 
K Negro officers, both of whom are assigned to 
Division of the Memphis Police Department, to 
a security detail at "the Memphis Fire Station, Ilngine House if 2 , 
located at Butler and Main Streets. This location is approxi- 
mately one block from the Lorraine Motel. The purpose of this 
assignment was to observe the activities of the "Invaders," 
local Black Power group at Memphis. A number of the "Invaders" 
were rooming at the Lorraine^Motel at this time. These two 
officers were equipped with binoculars and were stationed in a 
room at the rear of the fire station, with a view that included 
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Re: James Earl Ray 


the room later occupied by the Reverend Martin Lutlcr King, 
Jr. 


In conncc^^i^^th UUf^as^yrnmcnt , and prior to 
.^^.tho time Officers anc^H^^mPphy.sicaily proceeded 

to this assigned location, it was determined by the Intelligence 
Unit of the Memphis Police Department that a Negro firem an 
stationed at the Fire Station and named BmBiiBH^B* 1 ad 
taken an active part in demonstrations b^th^^^^nomi^sanita- 
ton workers in February and March, 1968, and had been closely 
associated with black militants connected with the strike. In 
order to Insure security for Officers nMQ££9^^id MMHB 
and to insure that no information rcgarcn^ii^^nie Mcmp^ Ice 
Department Intelligence Unit's efforts to keep abreast of the 
activities of the "Invaders" was leaked to the black militants 
in Memphis, the Chiol of the Memphis Fi re Depart ment was re- 
quested to temporarily transfer FircmanflBB|^o another fire 
station. This was done on 4/3/68. 


In addition, on 4/4/68, Negro Fireman 
was routinely assigned from Fire Station £2 to Fire Station #3i7" 
due to a manpower shortage at Fire Station #31. 

On 11/18/63 , vised that by 

letter dated 5/18/68, FircmanJJH^Hcsigned from the Memphis 
Fire Department after thirteen year's of s cjulLcq— mating as 

his reason fer leaving - ' "Personal Reas ons . " 

advised it is his understanding that BBHP ias become an 
active worker with the NAACP at Memphi^suusoqueht to his 
resignation from the Memphis Fire Department. 


At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 4/4/68, Lt . 

of the Intelligence Unit of th^^^mphis police Department , 
instructions from Inspector^|^^^M>rocccded to Fire Engine 
House ft 2 and removedDe^ctiveBBMHpf rom this station, 
leaving Of f icer|HB|^^^^t this post. The reason for the 
removal of Officer^^HIV was cl ue to the rc coipt_of_ji t elephon e 
call o n the morning of 4/4/68 by 

BIB for Senator McClellan's Senate Investigating Comm^tW^ 
Washington, D. C., to the effect that information had been 
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Ro : James Earl Ray 


received by the Committee that a Negro detective on the 
Memphis Police Department was to be killed. 


Due to Detective 
attending meetings of the striluni; 
February and March 1968 , 
several occasions. Inspector 
telephone call received by the ~Mc 
another Ujr^^^di roc ted agaiast 
ordered MjHl^rcmovcd from his 
House ^2 fortf^BpPwn p rote ct 
two officers was assigned to 
result of this threat. 


activities in 
sani tat ion workers in 
been threatened on 
^therefore believed tho 
] el lan Committee was 
He therefore 
ookout post at Engine 
ion . A police guard of 
and his family as a 



A review of the tapes of tho Memphis Police Depart- 
ment radio transmissions for April 4, 1968, failcc^^^j^^^cct 
any transmissions from Police Dispatcher order ing 
move from his observation post and, in fact, it has been 
ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by the 
Police officers at this observation post with which to receive 
radio transmissions . 


According to thi s memorandum men t ions _some - 
thing to* the effect that 

of the Memphis Police Departmont telephonically contacted the 
Lorraine Motel regarding stationing detectives at the motel. 


In this regard, advised that he 

does not recall talking to any maid at tho Lorraine Motel 
on 4/4/68; however, ho stated he nad been in telephonic 

occasions wi th 

regarding the idontity of certain indi- 
vidualsregTstored at the Motel. 


It has been determined from the 
ment that on the mornin g of 4/3/68, Memphis 

red 1 thc Department 
to send a detail of men t^th^Memphis Metropolitan Airport 
to offer security to the Reverend Martirf Liiher Kin**- Jr. and 
his garty. Police records reflect that Inspector| 

[offered the services of the police detail to 
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He: James Earl Ray 


who was acting as cha u f f^j^fmJ5j^N|aj^^£"p- 
Lutno^in^^lrs . Mathews advised Lt. ^||H|HQRft£raBHv 
Memphis Polico Department, who is an o f fieo^inU^^u^^l , 
that thoy had not asked for polico to be assigned to protoct 
"Dr. King, and did not desire a polico uscort. In addition, 
mombors of King’s party refused to toll the police do tail 
where they planned t^stay or thoir itinerary while in 
Memph is . Inspoctorfl^HB while offering the services of 
the Memphis Police DepaWment to Dr. King for security, 
escor^jndprotec t ion purposes, was advised by the Reverend 
an associate of King, that no assistance was 
Xsiredan^that they had not fully made up thoir minds where 
they were going with Reverend KING after they left the Memphis 
Metropolitan Airport. 



At approximately 1:30 a.m., on 4/S/68, 

a member of the Southern Christian Lea; 

Conference (SCLC) Strategy Committee, advised 
of the Memphis Police Department that this SCLC Strategy 
Committee had considered asking for police protection for 
the. Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.: however, the Committee 
had decided against this. v 

l 

According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum, 
stated that a little Negro boy allcgpdly hoard a shot anc 
saw a man jump up from the bushes behind the rooming house 
(below the window area from which the ^o^^^thought to have 
been fired) and run off. According toflHHfvthc little boy 
has been identified and interviewed by uureiu^gents and the 
Memphis Police Department.. 


In this regard, a review of the records of the 
Memphis Police Department; and the Memphis TO I Office has 
failed to reveal any information to indicate that any officers 
of these respective law enforcement agencies interviewed a 
young Negro boy wheels allegedly the contributor of the above 
information by In this* , Source One 

and Source Two D^^aavlsed that 'Time' magazine 
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Re: James Earl Ray 


reporter, had gone throughout the Memphis area immediately » 
following the King slaying, and was overheard asking leading 
questions of Negroes, namely, "You think it's possible that 
J. police officer could have killed Martin Luther King, Jr.?" 
According to these sources, as a result of this, practically 
the entire Memphis Negro community has given vent to tho rumor 
that a police officer had killed King. The sources claim this 
rumor has embittered a very large segment of tho Negro community 
and has caused widespread distrust by Negroes against all law 
enforcement officers and has caused a serious community cleavage 
between the Police and the Negro community. 


In view that numerous allegations have been 

made, either by or his alleged sources, stating 

involvement of Memphis porico officers in the assassination of 
Dr. King, Frank Holloman, Director of Fire L Police, was 
contacted, Holloman advised that shortly after the assassination 
of Dr. King he received information that a representative of 
"Time" magazine was circulating in thd Negro community and 
asking questions of the Negro residents. His sources informed 
him that the general tenor of the questions being asked was to 
the effect that it was conceivable that 'the Memphis Police 
Department was involved in tho assassination of Dr. King, 

Director Holloman advised that later he learned the rci 
"Time" representative was an individual bv the n ame of| 

He subsequently had aq appointment with 



Director Holloman said at this tine he informed — 
that he had received certain information indicating that - 
had, by his questions, created the inference in the Negro^ 
community that it was possible the Memphis Police Department 
was involved In the as^as^ia t ion o f Dr. K ing. Director Holloman 
advised that he told ^J^m^that 1 1 wrote a story 
based on rumors and misstatements o^Ki^re such as he was 
collecting rggarding the involvement of the Memphis Police 
Department, Director Holloman would institute a civil suit 
him and dp everything in his power to insure that 
wrote only the truth and did not print such falsifications 
Wgarding the Memphis Police Department. 
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Jamos Karl liny 


Dire ctor Hoi loman st ated that after his 
discussion with H a ^ not again called at 

office for an^nTomaffW, nor has any story appeared. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI . It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its contents aro not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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APPENDIX 


black organizing PROJECT (BOP) 

Also known as Black Organizing 'p OWO r , 

Afro-Amor ican Brotherhood, 

Black Student Association, 

. Invaders , 

heMoyne Intercollegiate Chaptor of the 
^Jfationa 1 Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP), 

City Organizers 

power e rSup P i'i\te°phir5hiS h *l:^ d b o°“fn esIs^eoT “ b ‘° Ck 

B r“r z r \r* ! ' k ™ ~ “ 

Of Owen College students- (?) aiarl- ’«*?'£* VI* conr ' isti *K 

. m s^^ii d hk f ; f >a - r 

th. InvMorS“L^Siui 2 in^^. ES ? lie ba L < ; bOUt 20 Bt "" b0rs ’ 

20 members ; ana tne City Organized has abo^ C 2§ r «mb^«. 

pride »S £S t0 ~™« . 

teaching of Negro hist^rv * to ch and P romote the 

obtain more employment lor ySJng ftegws* CUltuns a “ d 

CabbageT b0EXeCUtiVe S * Cretary o' B0P 13 Charles Laverne 

pe rs on. ^ly^acknow ledge Kg' h 

is the impetus of black oowor in ^ claiming he 

2!2. B S , blSk P S n « t J? black'pride" Ini 

H. said his group tallows th. t LcM^r or^u^^Po^o u” ' 


-36- 


APPENDIX 


. < 
j 






2 


APPENDIX 


Coordinating Committee (SNCC) loaders II. Itap Brown and 
Stokely Carmichael but that BOP did not necessarily exist . 
as a formal SNCC unit. CABBAGE further admitted he had made 
statements such as "Memphis should be burned" and "Memphis 
should havo a good raco riot," but claimed ho did not moan 
these statements literally, mcroly endeavoring to shock the 
community into doing something to help the black race. 

On February 27, 1968, a fourth source advised 
that at a public meeting on February 26, 1968, the BOP 
Chairman John Burrell Smith told a Negro audience, "V/e'vc 
got to do some fighting," and "You'd better get some guns. 
You’ro going to need them before this is over. You can 't pray 
your way out." 

On June 6, 1968, the fourth source advised that BOP 
primarily consists of about 30 to 35 young college and high 
school students and school dropouts, unemployed and not looking 
for work, who continually preach hatred of the white race 
and capitalistic economic system and advocating and predicting 
violence by blacks. The over-all plan of BOP, according to 
source four, is to scaro the Memphis community leaders, both- 
black and white, into fearing black militancy. The BOP 
leaders then hope to convince the community to fund them as 
a form of subtle blackmail whereby BOP can prevent racial 
violence. Source four said that BOPiis more interested in 
publicity and money than in direct action, but is nevertheless 
preaching violence in an effort to scare the community. 
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In Reply, Pica— Refer to 
FtUN*. 


UNITED STATES DL MENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL DUREAU v VESTICATION 

Memphis, Tonnossce 
November 21, ICG8 


JnmoB Earl Fay, Aka.; 

Dr. 1'nrtin Luther King, Victim 


Character Civil Rights - Conspiracy 

Reference Momorandun dated ifoveinbor 21, 10CC, 
and captioned ns above. 


All sources (except any listed belBv) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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oMh/raTond fML-' V\ ,,,U ' no, condo., on. ol .h. FBI. I, , h . prc .„ 

. JojrVT.nL, '° "» <*»• »o> .o b. dl.lnbut.d oof. J. 




